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had so strengthened her defences on her eastern frontier
that another invasion from that quarter seemed hopeless
to the German staff. By crossing Belgium, however, the
weakly defended Franco-Belgian frontiers could be
reached and pierced, and the road to Paris opened. The
Germans, therefore, in defiance of the 1839 Treaty, in-
vaded Belgium. Britain at once sent an ultimatum to
Germany reminding her of the Treaty, and demanding
the withdrawal of her troops from Belgium before mid-
night on 4th August. No reply was received from Ger-
many, and when midnight came, Britain was at war.

Thus the immediate cause of Britain's entry into the
Britain war was the German violation of Belgian neutrality, a
entelwa* neutrality which Britain, like Germany, had pledged her-
self to respect.  But even if the Treaty of 1839 had never
been signed,  Britain  would  probably have made the
German invasion of Belgium a reason for entering the
, war, for English statesmen have always seen in the occu-
pation of Belgium or Holland by a great military power
a menace to their national security.   To avert this threat
they went to war with Spain in Queen Elizabeth's time,
with the France of Louis XIV in the time of William III
and Queen Anne, and with republican France in the
time of George III.

So the war, which had started as a mere Balkan quarrel,
in a few weeks had spread to the great European nations,
and Britain, France and Russia were ranged against
Germany and Austria, and their ally Turkey. Italy,
which had refused to join Germany and Austria on the
ground that the Triple Alliance was meant to be a de-
fensive alliance only, went over to the Allies early in
1915. Already the flames had spread beyond the bounds
of Europe, and British Dominions and Colonies in every
part gfr'tfie world supported the mother country. Before
the war ended fighting had taken place in every corner of